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who made it was Esarhaddon, who had been mer-
ciful to a son of Merodach-baladan and had re-
stored to the Babylonians the lands which his
father had wasted. The natural Assyrian temper
had revealed itself in this latest of Assyrian mon-
archs.

The attack on Tyre probably began while Sidon
was still in a state of siege. It was an entirely
different problem, and much more difficult. Tyre
was better defended by the sea than Sidon. It
was larger, richer, more determined. There is
little doubt that if the Tymns had believed that
the payment of a heavy gift, or even the promise
to give a large annual tribute, would have freed
them from all further Assyrian disturbance of
trade, they would have gladly met either or both
conditions. They had done so before. But there
was a determination about Esarhaddon's actions
that could hardly be satisfied with anything short
of absolute control. The people of Tyre wanted
to save some sort of autonomy, in order to the
greater freedom of their commerce, and the only
hope for this now was to fight and not to pay for
it. Esarhaddon began his siege in earnest He
walled in the city entirely upon its landward side,
and began a wearisome effort to conquer it by
famine. But of one entrance to their city, and
that the most important, he could not rob the
Tyrians. The sea remained open, and by the sea
might readily enter all that Tyre needed for the life
of its citizens. He could deprive the city of its com-